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A. 


S E RM ON. 


ACTS xx. v. 32. 


AND NOW BRETHREN, I COMMEND YOU TO GOD, AND TO THE 
WORD OF HIS GRACE, WHICH IS ABLE TO BUILD YOU UP, AND 


TO GIVE YOU AN INHERITANCE AMONG ALL THEM WHICH 
ARE SANCTIFIED, | 


TT nzst words are part of the laſt addreſs of that holy and in- 
defatigable Apoſtle St. Paul, to the elders and diſciples of the Ephe- 
ſian church. By an immediate revelation made to him by the Holy 
Spirit, he was commanded to go unto Jeruſalem, and preach the 
goſpel in that city. That he might not be drawn from his purpoſe, 
or detained by the tender importunities of the Chriſtian brethren 
at Epheſus, he paſſed by that place, and came to Miletus. He ſent, 
however, for the elders of their church, and as many as through him 
were brought to a knowledge and love of the truth, and addreſſed 


himſelf to them in a ſolemn and pathetic manner, ſuggeſting ſuit- 
able inſtructions for their growth in grace. 


He appealed to their knowledge and obſervation of his conduct, 
for a proof of his integrity, diligence, and zeal, in the exerciſe of 
; 42 | his 
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his miniſtry amongſt them ; and he particularly reminded them of 
the fidelity and earneſtneſs with which he had preached, and of 
the grand ſubjects on which he had inſiſted, namely, “ repent- 
« ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” He 
informed them that he was going under a ſtrong impulſe of the 
Spirit to Jeruſalem, and though ignorant of the final event, he had 
received poſitive and repeated aſſurances, that bonds and afflic- 
tions awaited him there. Yet he declared, that far from being 
ſtaggered by the proſpect, he valued not lite itſelf, provided he could 
finiſh his courſe with joy, and fulfil his miniſtry by an extenſive pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel. 


'The Apoſtle next told them, that they were then looking upon 
him for the laſt time. This conſideration made him more earneſt 
in his addreſs and inſtructions, and no doubt excited greater atten- 


tion in his hearers. He therefore exhorted them to conſider, that 
as he had delivered to them the © whole counſel of God” with- 


out reſerve, he ſhould ſtand acquitted at the day of judgment, 
whatever might become of the people for whom he laboured, and 
that they muſt anſwer for their own ſouls. He likewiſe charged 
the Elders to maintain a conſtant care over themſelves, and every 


part of the flock of Chriſt, remembering how dear to God was 


that Church, „ which he had purchaſed with his own blood.” 
And he warned them to beware of falſe and deſtructive teachers, 
who, after his departure, would endeavour to draw off the people 
from their faithful paſtors, attaching many to themſelves as their diſ- 
ciples, and thus cauſing hereſies and diviſions in the church. 


Having pointed out theſe things to their notice, and laid down 
ſeveral rules for their future conduct, the Apoſtle ſolemnly *“ com- 
* mended them to God, and to the word of his grace,” which, 
he aſſured them, if their own prayers and ſincere endeavours were 
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not wanting, would not fail to keep them ſtedfaſt in the faith and 
in obedience, and finally bring them to the eternal reward prepared 
for all true believers. This important and affectionate addreſs was 
concluded with humble and fervent prayer: and the whole com- 
pany were greatly affected with the mingled paſſions of love and 
ſorrow, on being informed that they were no more to behold the face 
of ſo faithful and kind a friend. © And they all wept ſore, and 
* fell on Paul's neck, and kiſſed him; ſorrowing moſt of all for 
* the words which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his face no 
% more!“ | 


In this devout and inſtructive manner did the Apoſtle take leave 
of thoſe who had been convinced and converted to a belief of the 
Goſpel by his preaching and miniſtry, and his words could not fail 
to make a deep and durable impreſſion on their minds, 


May all the ambaſſadors of Chriſt feel the ſame generous concern 
for the ſouls of the people committed to their charge ! May Jeſus, 
their exalted Lord, endue them with all neceſſary wiſdom, ſtrength, 
and zeal, and proſper their exertions for his own glory, and his peo- 
ple's good! May he teach and enable them to © take heed unto 
«© themſelves, and to all the flock!” S0 will they not ſhun to 
&« declare unto them the whole counſel of God,” but will © hold 
« forth the form of ſound doctrine” by their lives, as well as by 
their diſcourſes. And when they are ſeparated from thoſe among 
whom they have laboured, it will inſpire them with gratitude, reſig— 
nation, and joy, to be aſſured that they are “ pure from the blood 
„of all men:“ and though they have many mournful ſeaſons and 
paintul ſeparations, yet if they have not laboured in vain, their 
« ſorrow will be turned into joy,” by the delightful expeCtation of 
meeting their beloved friends again in a better and more laſting 
ſtate. 

| In 
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In treating further on this ſubject, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in 
the firſt place, how neceſſary it 1s to commend ourſelves and all our 


concerns to the protection and the grace of God. And, ſecondly, 
| | J ſhall make ſome obſervations for our mutual edification and 
| f comfort. 


3 Firſt, T am to ſhew how neceſſary it is to commend ourſelves and 
| all our concerns to the protection and grace of God. 


Prayer for the bleſſing of God is ſo neceſſary a duty, and ſo eſſen- 
tial to our ſpiritual and temporal welfare, that St. Paul has urged 
it ſtrongly, both by precept and example. It is that which alone 
gives efficacy to all our endeavours, and inſures their ultimate ſuc- 
ceſs. The pious Chriſtian has recourſe to it on all occaſions, from 
a deep conviction of God's ſufficiency, and his own inability to do 


any thing as of himſelf. He continually looks up to Heaven, and 5 
with fervency of ſoul commends himſelf and all his undertakings to 5 


the God of all grace and ſtrength. He intreats the Father of Spirits Y 
ſo to work with his ſpirit, as to enlighten and ſtrengthen his under- 
ſtanding, to guide and direct him in his courſe, and render all his 
| ſpiritual endeavours effectual; ſo that however it may be with him 
as to the outward man, his better part may, amidſt all changes, till 
proſper and be in health, that he may be rich towards God, what- 
ever he may be in other reſpects. And in all his prayers he main- 
tains a truly catholic ſpirit, and commends others as well as him- 
felf to the gracious favour of the Lord; praying, that “ his ways 
* may be known” wherever there is a human creature to hear the 
_ bleſſed tidings of his grace; and that all who believe the word may 


be “ kept by the power of God, through faith, unto eternal 
& ſalvation.” | 


1 | But 1 
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„ 


But it is doubtleſs the more particular duty of thoſe who are 
Miniſters and “ Stewards of the manifold grace of God,” to com- 
mend themſelves and the people committed to their charge to 
the bleſſing of heaven. The means beſt calculated to do good, how- 
ever maturely conſidered, and ſedulouſly employed will fail if we 
rely upon our own exertions alone. We may © be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon,” may ſtudy and preach from morning till night, 
and year after year, and yet not have our labours rendered effectual 
to any ſaving purpoſe, if we neglett to pray for the divine bleſſing 
on them; for © neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that 
* watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe.” We muſt there- 
fore pray that “none of our words fall to the ground, and return 


« unto us void: and that the Holy Spirit would cauſe them to ſink 


deep into the hearts of thoſe who hear us, that they may produce 
abundant fruit in their lives and converſations. 


Under the old diſpenſation, Samuel the prophet and judge of 
Ifrael, did not think it ſufficient to teach the people © the good and 
the right way,” but deemed himſelf bound in duty to pray for their 
welfare. © Moreover,” ſays he, © as for me, God forbid that I ſhould 


* fin againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you.” 


And in the New Teſtament Epaphras, that faithful miniſter and 


ſervant of Chriſt, is repreſented as not reſting ſatisfied with teach- 


ing the people of Coloſſe, with bringing them to a knowledge of 
the truth, and confirming them in the faith; but above all things, 
he © laboured fervently for them in his prayers before God, that 
« they might be ſtrengthened with all might according to his glorious 
power, and ſtand perfect and complete in all the will of God.” 
Nor did his abſence from them at all diminiſh his concern for 
their welfare, or cauſe his prayers to ceaſe for their continuance 

and 


* 


1 

and growth in grace. Nay it rather increaſed his deſires for their 
ſanctification and the ſalvation of their ſouls, as he was no longer 
able to ſerve them by his perſonal miniſtry. This was the moſt 
unequivocal teſtimony of his affection and regard that he could 
poſſibly give them: and perhaps in no other way, did he more ad- 
vance their ſpiritual and eternal intereſts ; for “ the effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man,” will avail much at the throne of 
grace. 


St. Paul alſo eſpecially commended in his prayers to God, the ſouls 
of thoſe who were converted to the faith. Though he neglected no 
other means, declined no fatigue, ſhrunk from no danger, “be- 
came all things to all men,” that he might turn /ome ©& from dark- 
* neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God ;” yet he did 
not think it ſufficient to labour, to ſet an example of love, meek- 
neſs, integrity and zeal, and to give directions, and rules of faith 
and practice to thoſe among whom he exerciſed his miniſtry and 
apoſtle-ſhip; but it was alſo his conſtant and © earneſt prayer to 
« God, that Iſrael might be ſaved.” And that the Almighty 
would proſper his endeavours. for the converſion of ſinners.— 
Thus he begins and ends almoſt every Epiſtle with fervent ſuppli- 
cations and prayers, commending thoſe to whom he wrote, and 
among whom he laboured to the direction and bleſſing of God. 


When he was compelled to leave his faithful brethren at Antioch, 
in conſequence of the perſecution which immediately threatened him 
and his fellow-labourer Barnabas, he would not depart, without firſt 
praying with them, and commending their ſouls to the gracious 

Keeping of the Lord on whom they believed.“ 


In 
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In like manner he commended the Epheſian elders and converts, 
at Miletus, to God's protection and bleſſing, at the ſame time com- 
” as the only and ſuffi- 
cient rule of their conduct, — as the ground of their hope, and the 
ſource of their conſolation. 


The Apoſtle derived no ſmall ſatisfaction from the conſideration 
that he did not leave them in doubtful ſuſpenſe, in what manner 
they were to walk before God, ſo as to obtain his grace and guid- 
ance during their pilgrimage on earth, and thereby ſecure an eternal 
bleſſedneſs in heaven. He had not declined either from fear, or 
deſire of their applauſe, or friendſhip to declare unto them the 
* whole counſel of God” reſpecting the way of ſalvation by Chriſt 
for all true believers, and the eternal deſtruction of thoſe who “ ad- 
judge themſelves unworthy of everlaſting life,” by neglecting the 


offers of grace and mercy held out to them, in and through the ſuf- 
ferings and merits of their Lord and Saviour. Nor was he conſcious 


that he had withheld from them any inſtructions, warnings or encou- 
ragements, which could in any degree conduce to their ſpiritual ad- 
vantage. He had given them a bright pattern for their imitation, 
directing them to regulate their lives and converſations according to 
it, and to “ walk ſo as they had him for an example.” And if they 
« continued in the things they had learned,” taking the Goſpel as © a 
lamp unto their feet, and a light unto their paths,” it would point 
out to them that ſafe and happy road which leads to heaven. 


Above all, he felt a ſtrong perſuaſion, that although he was about 
to depart from them, and they would no longer enjoy the benefit of 
his perſonal miniſtry, yet God was able to“ build them up in their 
« moſt holy faith, and to give them an everlaſting inheritance with 
« the Saints in light.” Although he by whoſe care and labours the 

| B Epheſian 
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Epheſian converts had been edifhed and confirmed in the true faith, 
was ſoon to be removed from them, yet the Apoſtle knew that 
« Jeſus ever liveth to make interceſſion for them,” and according 
to his gracious promiſe would be ever with his faithful people, “even 
< unto the end of. the world.” 


* 
The Apoſtle alſo commended them to the “word of God's grace,” 
which he had ſpoken to them, as the ground of their hope. 


The hope which is founded upon the word of God, anticipates 
the enjoyment of heavenly things ; it fills the ſoul of the believer 
with tranſport and delight; and in the hours of ſerious contempla- 
tion, it gives him a foretaſte of thoſe joys which are reſerved for the 


people of God. 


If this grace reigned in the hearts of the Epheſian converts, it 
would enable them to ſit looſe to this world, and the enjoyments 
of it, and to delight themſelves principally in God and in heavenly 
things. It would carry them on with ardour in their Chriſtian courſe, 
and make them perform all their duties with chearfulneſs, not by con- 
ſtraint, but willingly. And © forgetting thoſe things that are behind, 
„and reaching forth unto thoſe that are before, they would continually 
ebe preſſing forward towards the prize of their high calling.” 


The “ word of God's grace,” if received into their hearts by a 
true and living faith, would likewiſe prove to them a never-failing 


ſource of conſolation in every ſeaſon of ſorrow and affliction. 
| : | 


It would not only be their directory and guide, during the time 
of their ſojourning on earth, but alſo their companion in ſolitude, 
their ſolace in diſtreſs, and their ſupport in death. It would furniſh 
their minds with ſuch principles, as would enable them to act under 
the ills and diſtreſſes of life, with Chriſtian compoſure and reſignation. 


In 
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In thoſe ſcenes and circumſtances, which are fo terrifying and 
awful to the greater part of mankind, they would find the Goſpel to 
be an anchor to their ſouls, which would preſerve them ſure and 
ſtedfaſt, and though all outward things appeared to be againſt them, 
they would be ſupported with the confideration that the“ Lord 
ce would provide” and help them out of all, or elſe give them ſtrength 
in proportion to the neceſſities of their caſe. Thus it would keep 
them from fainting under the trials they would neceſſarily meet with 
in their Chriſtian courſe, and even make their burthens a bleſſing. 
And in proportion as their knowledge and faith in the * word of 
« God's grace” ſhould increaſe, ſo would their fear of death pro- 
portionably decreaſe; that when it pleaſed the great Father of 
Spirits to call them out of this world, they would not quit this mor- 
tal ſcene with a heavy heart, and dreadful fears; but would de- 
part in peace, and commend their ſouls with humility and joy into 
the hands of him who gave them. 


This the Apoſtle knew from his experience of its power and effi- 
cacy on his own heart; as it enabled him not only to be patient under 
trials and afflictions, but even to © rejoice and glory in tribulations,” 
and to delight himſelf in the expectation and approach of death.— 
This laſt enemy, ſo dreadful to many, appeared to him a friendly 
meſſenger to call his ſoul into the habitations of the bleſſed. He was 
perſuaded that there was © laid up a crown of righteouſneſs, which 
« the Lord, the righteous Judge would give not to himſelf only, but 
« unto all them alſo that love his appearing.” Under the comfort- 
able and animating influence of theſe conſiderations, the Apoſtle took 
leave of his brethren at Miletus with leſs concern and reluctance; 
earneſtly commending them to him, who, in anſwer to their prayers, 
was both able and willing to confirm them in the faith, to“ keep 
« them from falling, and at length preſent them faultleſs before 


te the preſence of God with exceeding joy.“ 0 
B2 I ſhall 
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I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond head.of my diſcourſe, and ap- 
ply what has been ſaid to the particular occaſion on which I now 
addreſs you, for our mutual edification and comfort. 


It may be expected that before I quit this place, where I have 
exerciſed my miniſtry nearly the ſpace of five years, I ſhould ad- 
dreſs you in a farewell diſcourſe. For my part I know not that it 
is neceſſary; as I truſt I need not aſſure you of my ſincere regard 
for your welfare, and that it is with real ſorrow and reluctance I 
am about to leave you. But as ſomething ſeems to be expected from 
me, and as it might be unbecoming in me to leave you in an abrupt 
manner ; I ſhall, in humble imitation of the Apoſtle, briefly recapi- 
tulate ſome of the leading doctrines of my diſcourſes, and lay down 
ſome rules for the direction of your future conduct. 


I can truly ſay, that it has been my pleaſure as well as duty, to 
ſerve you in fhe Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : and 
the kind acceptance and due improvement, which ſeveral among you 
have made of my honeſt and well-intended labours, has given me no 
ſmall encouragement. Indeed, I gladly embrace this opportunity to 
acknowledge publickly, that the obliging attention and friendly re- 
gards which many of you have manifeſted towards me, have been 
highly grateful to my feelings: and it has been my with and endea- 
vour to obtain your eſteem only by ſuch a conſcientious diſcharge of 
my duty, as might deſerve it. 


Too many, I had reaſon to believe, had but imperfe& notions of 
Chriſtianity when I firſt came among you. It has therefore been my 
principal object in all my diſcourſes, to give you ſuch a clear view of 
the Goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation, as might eſtabliſh you in the know- 
ledge and belief of Jeſus Chriſt, upon the moſt juſt and ſolid 


grounds: and ſuch a deep ſenſe of the loye of God in the wonderful 
| work 
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work of our Redemption, as might form and fix every good principle 
in your minds productive of all righteouſneſs in the life and behaviour. 
To this end, I have declared unto you © the whole counſel of God” 
reſpecting the way of ſalvation, according to the meaſure of know- 
ledge and grace which Ie has given me: and I have particularly 
inſiſted upon thoſe fundamental doctrines of the Goſpel, “ repen- 
e tance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” It 
has been my principal deſign to convince you of the neceſſity of 
making the mercy of God your only dependence. And I have 
taught you to look for ſalvation in the atonement and merits of that 


appointed Mediator, to whom the Holy Scriptures direct the eyes of 


ſinful men, as their Redeemer and Advocate with God. 


It has alſo been my conſtant ſtudy to wave the laboured orna- 
ments of language, and to make every doctrine and ſentiment I have 
advanced, clear and intelligible to the meaneſt capacity, with a view 
to; inſtruct and reform the moſt unlearned, and to bring that claſs of 
people to a ſaving knowledge of the Goſpel, who ſtand moſt in need 
of information and guidance. At the ſame time, I have ſtriven to 
avoid that fond familiarity of expreſſion, and degrading meanneſs of 
phraſe, with which ſome (who nevertheleſs I believe mean well) de- 
clare their experience and love towards God and heavenly things. 
The ſacred writers ever ſpeak with profound awe and reverence of 
their Almighty Father and Saviour, yet with the utmoſt plainneſs and 
ſimplicity. This united perſpicuity and dignity of expreſſion, ſhould 
be obſerved by us, as peculiarly ſuitable to the grand ſubjects on 


which we treat. 


I have frequently exhorted you to keep in mind, that you are 
called out of darkneſs, miſery, and error, and brought to enjoy 
the pure and marvellous light of the goſpel. You have miniſters to 
adviſe and inſtruct you; and you have ©& the word of God's grace in 

l *« your 


( 286 1 


« your hands,” by which mow may try the truth of the an that 
we preach. 


It is alſo your privilege and happineſs to live in an age and eoun- 


try in which every one may worſhip God according to the dictates 


of his religion and conſcience. How often has it been the lot of 
Chriſtians to proſecute their everlaſting. concerns under the frowns 
of the world, and at the very hazard of their lives? But we „ fit 
* under our own vine and fig-tree,” in the undiſturbed enjoyment 
of our religious and ſocial duties, “ none making us afraid.“ 
Theſe are glorious and invaluable privileges. I pray God we may 
duly improve them to our preſent comfort and future benefit; and 
that ny may be continued to us and our 1 [ 


— 


Add to this, you have the pureſt form of the religion of Jeſus 
e/tablifhed in the land. The liturgy of our Church is truly ſeriptu- 
ral and devout. Her articles and homilies are a barrier againſt the 
intruſion of error. And if you earneſtly endeavour, with the aſſiſt- 
ance of Divine grace, to regulate your lives and converſations ac- 
cording to their holy injunctions, you may reſt ſatisfied that you are 
members of a true Church, © built upon the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
« whereof Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is the chief- corner ſtone.” 


There is more of ſin than ſome among you ſeem to be aware, in 
inconſiderately ſeparating yourſelves, and in ſeducing others from 
the eſtabliſhed worſhip, and hereby creating hereſies and diviſions 
in a Church, where the ordinances of religion are regularly admini- 
ſtered. Principles of inſubordination and ſelf- will can never build 
us up in 60 unity of faith and ſpirit, and in the bond of peace.“ — 
With ſuch diſpoſitions how can we * all ſpeak the ſame thing,“ and 
be perfectly © joined together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame 
judgment,“ to which the Apoſtle ſo paſſionately exhorts us in the 

name 


2 - ” 
— * 9 Tp OO eg IT nenn * — wh = 


- 
2 , 
AY 
a 
* 
45 
* 5 
$ iy 


5 2 94 R Rs 25 2 * 8 * . 
* . * „ WA” * n 5 4 « "Px © SET. L w_ N 1 * 
4x % „ 1 5 932 > 9 n * ' F* F * 09 8 n Y 
% . 1 1 r i * 8 5 x r o P x . 2 * % "a. 05.9 0 No ae 
5 n n Wr er We oo eg * LE 44 433 n de = 4 
> LT oi Fr _ 1 — 4, * ** . N - 
* ( ͤM— A >" 5 ; 2 e a . . . 
* _ =” . * £ 8 Pow N b 0 
be * 3 5 - A 4 8 
# + - Ve Y w : * 4 
ve $2 8 — 1 x 5 


* 
* 
y.k 
1 
Py 
13 


\ 
- 
\ 
oy 
"v7; 
3 
4 
* 5 fy 
Ta 
p=" 
15 
1 
5 4 
84 
* vl 
* 
«<0 
os . £ ov 
1 
. 
5 
922 
an 
1 ” * 
Bp 
n 2 
1 
4 4 
3 
* * * 
4 
i 
= 
w - 
"7 
Q > 
Fl 
— I 
„ 
: vp k 
_. 
28; 
1 
6 
- 
2 
4 ; 
= F ö 
3% 
WW 
N 
5 
8 
, Xx 
QF 
£2 
EN : 
"IS 
* 
U * 
* 


(483 
name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? Neither enliſt yourſelves, nor be 
preſſed into the ſervice of any ſe& or party whatſoever. Be not 
either © of Paul, or of Apollos, or of Cephas.” Be only Chriſtians ; 


and by regular and quiet adherence to the eſtabliſhed Church, 
« follow the things which make for peace.” 


Endeavour to love, ſerve, and worſhip God, according to the 
Goſpel of his bleſſed Son, © in fincerity and truth.” And with 
ſimplicity and diligence “ ſearch the ſcriptures, for in them only 
« are the words of eternal life; and they are able to make you 
% wiſe unto ſalvation.” 


Above all, you ſhould remember, that with a vain, wordly, ſen- 
ſual frame of mind, it is impoſſible to ſee and reliſh the truth as it 
is in Jeſus. Nor can any pains and explications compel ſuch men to 
believe, or force knowledge upon them, if they are unwilling to un- 
derftand. But if they are heartily diſpoſed to obey the Divine will, 
and “ come to the light,” with an carneſt deſire to be inſtructed 
and taught, they “ ſhall know of the doctrine whether it be of 
« God.” The love of truth, purity of mind, and patient applica- 
tion, are neceſſary on your part; and I am perſuaded that theſe diſ- 
poſitions alone will render the principal doctrines of Scripture plain 
and intelligible to the meaneſt capacity. 


You ſhould never forget, that to ſpend weeks, and months, and 
even years, in ſpeculating upon the Sacred Writings, it you do not 
imbibe the principles they teach, lay them to heart, and reduce 
them to practice, amounts to no more than a mere amuſement.— 
Though you underſtand all knowledge and all myſteries,” ſo as to 
be able to talk and argue well, yet if you are deſtitute of that faith 
which worketh by love to God and man, “ theſe gifts,“ ſpecious 
and deſirable as they may appear, “ will profit you nothing.” 
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St. Paul was raviſhed with the charms of the Goſpel; he could 
never mention it but in terms of the higheſt admiration, gratitude, 
and love. He felt its power and efficacy upon his own heart ; it 
raiſed in him the brighteſt views of honour, glory, and immortality, 
far above all earthly things. And we in like manner underſtand 
the Goſpel to the ſaving of our ſouls, when it works upon every 
ſpring of action within us, regulating our wills, our hearts, and our 
affeCtions, and producing abundant fruit in the life. 


Another moſt important duty, which I have frequently inſiſted upon 


in my diſcourſes, and of which we have a ſtriking example in the | E 
text, is Prayer. Prayer to God, the Father of lights, the Fountain J 
of all illumination, is neceſſary to the ſucceſsful reading and hearing 4 


the © word of God's grace.” Human application, without the di- 
vine bleſſing, will be vain and ineffectual to any ſaving purpoſe. It 


is God's work to & open both the underſtanding and the heart,” $ 
that you may digeſt what you read, and be devoutly impreſſed by C 
what you hear. The Lord alone giveth wiſdom, out of his mouth oF 
cometh knowledge and underſtanding :” even “ the preparation of 3 
« the heart is from the Lord.” All your well-ſprings are in him, >. 
your ſupplies of grace and guidance muſt be drawn from him, and 3 


his gracious influence muſt render your endeavours of any kind ſuc- 
ceſsful. Not that the Almighty has / promiſed bleſſings, as to ſet 
aſide the uſe of proper means to obtain them. He requires us to uſe 


means that we may obtain the ends which they are deſigned to pro- 1 
duce ; and he worketh with us, and by us, as well as in us. Nor has * 
he appointed any means, how excellent ſoever in themſelves, which Ws 


exempt us from a dependance upon his aſſiſtance and bleſſing. On 
the contrary, we are exhorted in all that we do, to ſeek from the Lord 
daily ſupplies of grace, under a ſenſe of our own inſufficiency. 


When therefore you apply yourſelves to the ſtudy of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, you ſhould not fail to make your earneſt ſupplication to the fountain 
| | of 


3 

of all wiſdom, and the God of all grace, that he would * open your 
eyes that you may behold the wondrous things of his law.” Or, 
in the Apoſtle's words, that the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Father of glory, would give unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him; that the eyes of your 
« underſtandings being enlightened,” you may have juſt views and 
apprehenſions of the riches of his wiſdom and grace, and that your 
hearts may be devoutly impreſſed with a deep and Jaſting ſenſe of 
them, 


I have likewiſe endeavoured to convince you, both from Scripture 
and the teſtimony of your own hearts and conſciences, that in your- 
ſelves you are weak, frail creatures, continually liable to be led away 
from your duty.: that though heavenly things are ſet before you, your 
ſouls naturally “ cleave to the duſt:” that the knowledge of reli- 
gion will not neceſſarily inſure the practice of it: and that you can- 
not properly diſcharge any religious or moral duty whatever, with- 
out the aid and ſtrength of the Holy Spirit. 


You -dwell in a world full of ſnares and temptations ; you © carry 
e about you a body of fin and death ;” and you have too much of 
a corrupt heart remaming within you, which renders you in con- 
ſtant danger of falling. You are weak; the enemies of your 
ſouls are many and ſtrong, and continually preſent with you. I 
have therefore directed you to © commend yourſelves to God, and 
te to the word of his grace,” that you may be more under the in- 
fluence of his Almighty aid and defence. And I have endeavoured 
to impreſs deeply upon your minds, that when once the means of 
religion are diſcarded, the principles of it will be of no long conti- 
nuance. When once you. hve in the avowed or habitual neglect, or 
in the careleſs performance of ſecret prayer and public worſhip, and 

C ceaſe 
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ceaſe to commend yourſelves and all your concerns to the grace 
and protection of God, you will ſoon alfo ceaſe to fear and obey 
him. 


Hence I have pointed out to you the true cauſe of your back- 
flidings, and of your inſenſibility and indifference concerning God 
and heavenly things; namely, your own backwardneſs to cultivate 
prayer, and to commend yourſelves to his grace. It is not any un- 
willingneſs in him to “ build you up, and to give you an inheri- 
te tance among all them which are ſanctified, but the cauſe is in 
yourſelves ;. you neglect prayer, or at beſt perform it with inatten- 
tion or indifference ; you avoid ſelf. examination; you forget or 
wholly overlook the Lord who redeemed you; you frequently or 
altogether abſent yourſelves from Church, or from the Sacrament z 
you plunge into the world, and give up yourſelves. too much to the 
things of time and ſenſe, forgetful-of eternity. What wonder then 
if your faith fail; if your love to God declines; if your ſpirituab 
ſtrength is weakened ; and your ſpiritual enemies get an advantage 
over you; and that all your expectations of growing in grace and 
increaſing in holineſs are vain and ineffeCtual ! 


« God will be with you, while you are with him.” He will 
e build you up in your moſt holy faith,” and give you a bleſſed and eter- 
nal inheritance, if you habitually and devoutly wait upon him ac- 
cording to his appointment ; but if you forget and deſpiſe him, and 
draw aſide from him to trifles and ſilly vanities, whom have you to 
blame and condemn but yourſelves ? 


Were all thoſe who “ fall away from their former ſtedfaſtneſs, or 
who continue hardened and impenitent, to aſk themſelves, why their 
grace languiſhes, their ſpiritual ſtrength declines, and they are wholly 

dead 


( 19 ) 


dead to things of a divine nature, they might in general give the 
reaſon implied in my text; namely, becauſe they have neglected ta 
“ commend themſelves to God, and to the word of his grace.“ 


From theſe conſiderations I have often, and earneſtly endeavoured 
to perſuade you to pray conſtantly and fervently for the quickening 
influences of God's Holy Spirit, to lead you into a further ac- 
quaintance with Chriſt; to ſanctify your hearts; to ſtrengthen that 
which is weak; to ſupport you in the diſcharge of every duty; to 
give ſucceſs to all your endeavours; to make you know how truly 
the ways of religion, are © ways of pleaſantneſs, and that all her 
paths are peace; and to ſhew you the path of life,” and give you 
a foretaſte of thoſe pleaſures © which are at God's right hand for 
evermore.“ It was in the uſe of theſe proper and ſuitable means, 
that :the Lord prepared the hearts of Cornelius, Lydia, and other 
excellent perſons mentioned in ſcripture, who were brought to a 
knowledge and love of the “ truth as it is in Jeſus.” The arm of 
«« the Lord is not ſhortened,” nor do any of us ſtand in leſs need of 
his grace, than his people of old time. That word which pricked 
the hearts, of his firſt diſciples, is ſtill « quick and powerful,“ 
and can both humble and rejoice the hearts of thoſe who diligently 
and devoutly ſtudy it. In the ſtrong language of the Apoſtle the 
-« word of God is ſharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even 
to the dividing aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the joints and 
-« marrow, and is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the 


4 heart.” 


I beſeech you therefore, as you regard the ſalvation of your im- 
mortal ſouls, to value the “word of God's grace” as your richeſt 
treaſure, and the only fund of true and perfect religious knowledge, 
comfort and joy, that your hearts may be deeply impreſſed with the 
wonders of divine love. Read it over diligently, and treaſure it up 
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in your minds as a rule of life, and you will not fail to experience 
its power and efficacy. You will find it © mighty to the pulling 


dove every ſtrong-hold of fin and error,” and to the ſetting up 


that kingdom in your hearts, which is love, joy and peace in the 
Holy Ghoſt. 


Forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together in the public 
worſhip of the Church; with © readineſs of mind” embrace every 
opportunity of obtaining religious inſtruction, and of attending thoſe 
ordinances which God in mercy to our ſouls, has appointed and 
continued to us. Never ſuffer a light or trifling excuſe to keep you 
from this holy place, and above all, take heed that you do not de- 
dicate this day, which God from the beginning bleſſed and made 
holy, to idleneſs or diſſipation. Live in love and charity towards 
all men, and * eſpecially towards them who are of the houſehold of 
« faith.” Let your hearts and views be raiſed above this world; be 


daily looking and preparing for the coming of the Lord. And above 


all things, be inſtant and fervent in prayer ; make a conſcience of 
family and private devotion ; and commend others as well as your- 


ſelves to the grace and protection of God. So will your © love 


« abound yet more and more in all knowledge and in all judgment; 
« ye will approve thoſe things which are excellent; and ye will be 
« ſincere and without offence' till the day of Chriſt, being filled with 
« the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by aa Chriſt unto the 
« glory and praiſe of God.“ 


And now, my beloved brethren, I moſt earneſtly beſeech you to 


call to remembrance all thoſe diſſuaſives from impiety and fin, all 


thoſe exhortations to holineſs and virtue, which in the courſe of my 
miniſtry I have made to you, with much weakneſs and infirmity, 
but with an honeſt mind, and with a hearty concern for your ſpi- 
ritual and eternal welfare. I beg of you for my ſake, for your own 

ſakes, 
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fakes, and above all, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe name, 
and by whoſe authority I have now, and heretofore addreſſed you; 
that you would attend to this, the laſt warning which I am 'to give 
you in the relation and character of your Miniſter. 


If any among you have hitherto lived negleAful of your religious 
intereſts, and regardlefs of God and eternity, I moſt earneſtly intreat 
you to confider your miſery and your danger, now, while your day 
of ſalvation laſteth, and the hour of reformation is yet your own. If 
you continue careleſs and unconcerned about the welfare of your 
ſouls, I preſume not to ſay how the Almighty will deal with you ; 
whether he will immediately cut you off, or give you up to final 
hardneſs and impenitency. of heart, or whether his grace may at 
length awaken you to a juſt ſenſe of your awful condition. But 


this I will confidently ſay, that if you delay any longer, and ſhould 
at laſt repent and turn to God, your delay will give you great anguiſh 


and bitterneſs of ſoul. You will either lament it before God in un- 


utterable ſorrow here, or you will curſe your own folly and madneſs 
in that dreadful ſtate, © where the worm” of a condemning con- 
ſcience © dieth not, and the fire“ of God's holy indignation * can- 
« not be quenched.” Should you continue and die in a ſinful ſtate, 
you will wiſh, that dreadful as hell is, you had rather fallen into it 
ſooner, than have lived regardleſs of the warnings you had received, 
and in the midſt of ſo many abuſed mercies, to render the degree of 
your puniſhment more inſupportable, and your ſenſe of it more ex- 
quiſitely tormenting. I do therefore in the moſt ſolemn and af- 
fectionate manner exhort you, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by the worth of your immortal ſouls, that you put not off the 
concerns of eternity to an uncertain hereafter. 


If even now you return from your ſins, and ſtrive and pray for 
grace to © do that which is lawful and right, you ſhall ſurely live, 
a CC. you 


{ 22 ) 


c you ſhall not die.“ Let this plain, this repeated, this final decla- 
ration of one who ſincerely loves and regards you, and who has had 
all the teſtimonies he could wiſh, many more than he could ex- 
pect, of eſteem and affection from you, ſink deep into your hearts, 
and have the deſired influence upon your hves. To the many and 
ſignal proofs you have ſhewn of your good-will towards me, add, I 
beſeech you, the moſt valuable, the moſt acceptable, the moſt pro- 
per pledge of your love to me,—that of permitting me to be an in- 
ſtrument (under God) of your everlaſting ſalvation. And if, in the 
courſe of my miniſtry, I have been in any way the means of doing 
you good, by awakening your minds to ſerious ſtudy, and pious re- 
HeCtions, I intreat you to give the whole glory to God, who has 
proved to you that the power is entirely of himſelf, fince he has 
been pleaſed to make uſe of ſo very weak an inſtrument. 


How happy would it be, both for your ſouls, and far mine, if 
when I come to render an account of my miniſtry in this place to 
Chriſt, my Lord and Maſter, 1 could do it in the ſame words in 
which he gave to his Father an account of the diſcharge of his 
perſonal miniſtry :— 4 have glorified thee on earth; 1 have finiſhed 
the work which thou gaveſt me to do; I-have manifeſted thy name 
< unto the men which thou gaveſt me out of the world. I have 
« given unto them the words which thou gaveſt me, and they have 
« received them. All mine are thine; thoſe that thou gaveſt me, 
„ have I kept, and none of them are loft.” May God in his infi- 
nite mercy pardon my defects in preaching his word, and yours in 
hearing it! May the good ſeed, which J truſt has been ſown among 
you, and that which hall be ſown, take deep root downwards, and 
bear abundant fruit upwards! May thoſe who ſhall follow ane, be 
more able ſtewards of the myſteries of God, than I have been! May 
the ſame kind reception and encouragement which my miniſtry has 
found among you, be transferred to him who ſhall ſucceed me 
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May he be ſucceſsful in endeavouring to gather and edify that flock, 
which the Chief Shepherd © purchaſed with his own blood!“ May 
the ſame unanimity among yourſelves, and the ſame love one of an- 
other, be ſtill preſerved, be ſtill conſpicuous among you ! 


And now, brethren, with moſt earneſt deſires for your welfare, 
not in this world only, but in that which ſhall have no end, L 
* commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is. 
* able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
ce them which are ſanttified.” And I beſeech you in return to re- 
member me in your prayers to God, and to intreat his bleſſing on 
my endeavours for the ſalvation of thoſe now committed to my charge. 
And I pray God that we may meet again in that laſting and more 
bleſſed ſtate, where there will be no painful ſeparations; but where 
we may hope to dwell together in the preſence of God, in holineſs 
and happineſs for ever, for the ſake and through the merits of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
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